
 

 
 

Vaccine Update – 2026 RSV 
Immunisation Program Launch 

KEY MESSAGES 

• The 2026 WA RSV Immunisation Programs have commenced: 

o The infant immunisation (Beyfortus) is free for eligible newborns and at-risk 

children across WA from 1 April through to 30 September 2026, and year-

round in the Kimberley and Pilbara. 

o 2026 program expansion: All infants born between 1 October 2025 and 31 

March 2026 are eligible for a Beyfortus immunisation; irrespective of mother’s 

Abrysvo vaccine status 

o The maternal vaccine, Abrysvo, is available year-round under the National 

Immunisation Program (NIP).  

o For persons aged 65 years and over in residential aged care homes, Arexvy 

will be available from late-April, as part of a state-funded program.  

• RSV immunisation is recommended for newborns, young children with certain medical 
risk factors, pregnant women, Aboriginal people aged 60 or over, and all people aged 
75 or older.  

• The Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) has an antenatal indicator allowing 
vaccination providers to report to the AIR if a person is pregnant at the time of vaccine 
administration.  

• RSV vaccines can be co-administered with other vaccines and must be recorded on 

the AIR. 

• As an immunisation provider, you are a trusted source of information and often, the 

primary influence in your patient’s decision making. Please recommend RSV 

immunisations to protect your patients from RSV 

 

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/2025-WA-Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus-RSV-Infant-and-Maternal-Immunisation-Program
https://www.health.gov.au/topics/immunisation/when-to-get-vaccinated/national-immunisation-program-schedule
https://www.health.gov.au/topics/immunisation/when-to-get-vaccinated/national-immunisation-program-schedule
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Importance of RSV immunisation  

• RSV is a highly infectious virus that is the most common cause of respiratory 
infections in children, with almost all children being infected at least once in their first 2 
years of life. RSV can spread quickly in crowded or close-contact environments, 
including residential aged care homes, childcare centres, and schools.  

• RSV is also the leading cause of infant hospitalisation in Australia, and 4 out of 5 

children hospitalised with RSV have no underlying health conditions. In WA in 2024, 

Beyfortus immunisation reduced infant hospitalisations due to RSV by about 80%; a 

reduction in more than 500 hospitalisations. 

• Research shows that maternal vaccination of Abrysvo reduces the risk of severe RSV 

illness in infants under 6 months of age by around 70%. 

• Adults aged 60 years and over who are vaccinated against RSV are 83 per cent less 

likely to have RSV-associated lower respiratory tract disease and 94 per cent less 

likely to develop severe RSV-associated lower respiratory tract disease.   

Abrysvo antenatal immunisation 

The maternal RSV vaccine (Abrysvo) is funded under the National Immunisation Program. 
Pregnant women are recommended to receive the RSV vaccine from 28 weeks gestation to 
protect infants from birth through to 6 months. The Australian Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunisation (ATAGI) recommends Abrysvo immunisation at every pregnancy. Refer to the 
Australian Immunisation Handbook chapter for more information. 

Beyfortus infant immunisation 

From 1 April to 30 September 2026, the below infants will be eligible to receive Beyfortus 

under the state-funded infant RSV immunisation program; regardless of whether they have a 

Medicare card:  

• infants born between 1 April and 30 September 2026 whose mothers were not vaccinated with 
Abrysvo at least 2 weeks before giving birth, or were immunocompromised or the infant has a 
high-risk condition.   

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccine-preventable-diseases/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/contents/vaccination-for-special-risk-groups/vaccination-for-people-who-are-immunocompromised#people-who-are-severely-immunocompromised
https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-conditions-associated-with-increased-risk-of-severe-rsv-disease-in-infants-and-young-children
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• Aboriginal children born on or after 1 October 2024 
• children with a specific medical-risk condition born on or after 1 October 2024 

• new recommendation: all infants born between 1 October 2025 and 31 March 2026, 

irrespective of mother’s Abrysvo vaccine status and child’s medical risk conditions 

(can be given from 1 April to 30 June 2026) 

This eligibility is applicable statewide except for in the Kimberley and Pilbara regions, where 

RSV immunisation is available to the above cohorts year-round, due to local RSV 

epidemiological trends.  

Note: Beyfortus should not be administered to children aged 24 months and older. 

Arexvy older adult immunisation 
From late-April, state-funded RSV vaccine for adults (Arexvy) aged 65 and over in residential 
aged care homes will be available to order. 
Note: Arexvy is only registered for adults aged ≥60 years and adults 50–59 years who are at 
increased risk for RSV disease and is not registered for use in pregnant women. Arexvy 
should not be given to pregnant women or to infants. 
Please see consent form for recording consent of persons in residential aged care homes. 

Authority to Vaccinate 

Both Enrolled and Registered Nurses, Midwives and Aboriginal Health Practitioners working 

under the CEO of Health SASA are authorised to administer Beyfortus for RSV if they meet 

the eligibility criteria and requirements listed within the appropriate SASA. View more 

information on the SASAs here. 

2026 RSV Program online education 

The WA Health 2026 RSV Online Education Module is a requirement of the RSV 

Immunisation CEO of Health Structured Administration and Supply Arrangements (SASA), 

and must be completed prior to administering any RSV immunisation products. The module 

https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/resources/tables/table-conditions-associated-with-increased-risk-of-severe-rsv-disease-in-infants-and-young-children
https://www.wapha.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/RACH-Immunisation-Consent-Form.pdf
https://www.healthywa.health.wa.gov.au/sitecore/content/Corporate/Articles/S_T/Structured-Administration-and-Supply-Arrangements
https://www.healthywa.health.wa.gov.au/sitecore/content/Corporate/Articles/S_T/Structured-Administration-and-Supply-Arrangements
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fhealth.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32cc4a56e0e39b38a4d4cf223%26id%3D6c8c7b74f2%26e%3Dcf6d12987d__%3B!!Lav448XFWxY!_c_lR-G2Vu_eZE7ECc0fU_FMk0IdNYOQrkuWVfZ017MzzjUbzMF-O6sXnXPTP9HqvMLfi7RUPiJgKsDCAiIxOAoaKRgXNWuw7gjukw%24&data=05%7C02%7C%7C76234b59d6f24b236f0b08dd41c8218d%7C5d26beb9d7304343a251d170ca86377c%7C0%7C0%7C638739050005689016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O92Xo5EvG3exKO6Gx9N3dIAC08B7S%2FDJowuCoUE14Y4%3D&reserved=0
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has been updated to include information about Arexvy. Click here to register to complete the 

module or scan the QR code below:   

 

For more information visit Immunisation Education. 

Ordering and distribution of immunisations  

• Government-funded Beyfortus  immunisation doses are now available to order through 

Onelink Australia. Beyfortus should be stored in accordance with the National Vaccine 

Storage Guidelines 'Strive for 5'. Protect from light by not removing immunisations 

from their original packaging until you are ready to administer. 

• Do not order Beyfortus until you have used any doses remaining from 2025.To receive 

government-funded vaccines and immunisations, all vaccines or immunisations 

administered at provider premises are required to be recorded in the Australian 

Immunisation Register (AIR) (external site). 

• Ensure your Onelink contact details are correct for receiving updated and important 

communications. 

Reporting cold chain breaches and vaccine wastage  

• To receive government-funded vaccines and immunisations, providers must follow the 

National Vaccine Storage Guidelines: Strive for 5, the WA Guidelines for the 

Management of Cold Chain for Immunisation Service Providers, and must have 

completed the Cold Chain Management Training Module. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fhealth.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D32cc4a56e0e39b38a4d4cf223%26id%3D979e6449fc%26e%3Dcf6d12987d__%3B!!Lav448XFWxY!_c_lR-G2Vu_eZE7ECc0fU_FMk0IdNYOQrkuWVfZ017MzzjUbzMF-O6sXnXPTP9HqvMLfi7RUPiJgKsDCAiIxOAoaKRgXNWsQG7Q1ZA%24&data=05%7C02%7C%7C76234b59d6f24b236f0b08dd41c8218d%7C5d26beb9d7304343a251d170ca86377c%7C0%7C0%7C638739050005701805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PVsZ62JB9B%2FjhLjeP9HeyoGcK54goHZmvmJmESmPreQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.healthywa.health.wa.gov.au/sitecore/content/Corporate/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-education
https://www.onelinkonline.net/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5__;!!Lav448XFWxY!79lxLPsL_emPLoF_GkBsuF9bRAHWAglctGm3OUE7d9Gyr_vBz6CyaMzO8dArKHk-0qWqnGT6EpGLxkMSeIlhZK9TNQlsA4d5B64Rn70$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5__;!!Lav448XFWxY!79lxLPsL_emPLoF_GkBsuF9bRAHWAglctGm3OUE7d9Gyr_vBz6CyaMzO8dArKHk-0qWqnGT6EpGLxkMSeIlhZK9TNQlsA4d5B64Rn70$
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/access-australian-immunisation-register?context=20
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/access-australian-immunisation-register?context=20
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5?language=en
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/%7E/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Communicable-Diseases/Guidelines/Guidelines-for-the-Management-of-Cold-Chain-for-Immunisation-Service-Providers.pdf
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/%7E/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Communicable-Diseases/Guidelines/Guidelines-for-the-Management-of-Cold-Chain-for-Immunisation-Service-Providers.pdf
https://immunisation-education.reach360.com/register/1899e0b6-40da-409f-8b9f-a96141ee3fb5
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• Providers must advise their WA Health Public Health Unit (PHU) when a cold chain 

breach occurs or to seek thermal stability advice for other incidents where 

government-funded vaccines and immunisations are involved. 

• All cold chain breaches (CCBs) involving government-funded vaccines after delivery 

must be immediately reported to their PHU.  

• Please refer to WA Department of Health Cold Chain Management webpage for 

further information. 

Webpages and fact sheets 

The below fact sheets will be made available shortly on the WA RSV Immunisation 

Programs, webpage:  

• RSV fact sheet for providers 

• RSV fact sheet for parents and carers 

 

Providers can also share the RSV non-clinical FAQs with their reception and administrative 

staff. 

Providers can link parents and carers to the HealthyWA consumers page. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to protecting Western Australians from RSV. 

Palee Holdsworth 

A/MANAGER, IMMUNISATION PROGRAM 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Contact-details-for-population-public-health-units__;!!Lav448XFWxY!79lxLPsL_emPLoF_GkBsuF9bRAHWAglctGm3OUE7d9Gyr_vBz6CyaMzO8dArKHk-0qWqnGT6EpGLxkMSeIlhZK9TNQlsA4d5KpS3J7A$
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Cold-chain-management
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Cold-chain-management
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/2025-WA-Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus-RSV-Infant-and-Maternal-Immunisation-Program
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/2025-WA-Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus-RSV-Infant-and-Maternal-Immunisation-Program
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/N_R/2025-Respiratory-Syncytial-Virus-Infant-and-Maternal-Immunisation-Program
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