
 

 
 

Vaccine Update 482 – 2026 WA 
Influenza Immunisation Program 
Launch 
 

It is important to read this statement in conjunction with the Australian Immunisation 
Handbook and the ATAGI Statement on the administration of seasonal influenza vaccines in 
2026 

Key Messages  
• The 2026 WA Influenza Immunisation Program commenced today.  
• Annual vaccination is the most important measure to prevent influenza and its 

complications. Influenza vaccination is recommended for all persons aged ≥6 months. 
• The importance of influenza vaccination should be emphasised. Healthcare provider 

recommendation is the strongest predictor of a person's decision to vaccinate. Last year, 
the influenza season was unusually severe and vulnerable cohorts remained under 
vaccinated. 

• The 2026 WA Influenza Nasal Spray Vaccination Program will offer an intranasally 
administered live-attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV), FluMist, delivered to children aged 
2-11 years.  

• Inactivated influenza vaccines (IIV) remain available for children who are not eligible for 
LAIV.  

• All influenza vaccines, including LAIV, can be co-administered with other vaccines. Refer 
to the Australian Immunisation Handbook.  

• For adults aged ≥65 years, the adjuvanted Fluad vaccine is preferentially recommended 
over standard influenza vaccine. This product is not licenced or recommended for anyone 
aged <65 years. 

• The 2026 Free Influenza Vaccine Program will run from 1 May to 30 June 2026. People 
aged 12 to 64 years, including travellers and people without Medicare cards are eligible to 
receive a free influenza vaccine from participating providers. 

• People vaccinated with a 2025 formulation influenza vaccine in late 2025 or early 2026, 
are still recommended to receive the 2026 formulation.  

• All influenza vaccinations must be recorded on the Australian Immunisation Register 
(AIR) either via practice management software, if this is available to you, or directly by 
logging into the AIR site via your Provider Digital Access (PRODA).  

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2026?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2026?language=en
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/australian-immunisation-register
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/australian-immunisation-register
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• Providers are highly recommended to review the 2026 Australian Technical Advisory 
Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) Statement on the administration of seasonal influenza 
vaccines. 
 

Eligibility for government-funded influenza vaccines 
Annual influenza vaccination is funded for the following cohorts under the NIP and WA 
funded programs: 

• All Aboriginal people aged 6 months and over. 
• Children aged from 6 months to Year 6 age equivalent.  
• People aged 6 months or over who have medical conditions such as:  

o heart disease 
o kidney disease 
o chronic respiratory conditions 
o chronic illnesses that required regular medical attention or hospitalisation in the 

previous year 
o chronic neurological conditions 
o immunocompromising conditions 
o haematological disorders 
o diabetes and other metabolic disorders 
o children aged 6 months to 10 years receiving long-term aspirin therapy. 

• Pregnant people  
o Recommended during every pregnancy, at any stage of pregnancy. 
o For those who received an influenza vaccine before becoming pregnant or 

during 2025, revaccination with the 2026 influenza vaccine is recommended 
during pregnancy to maximise the protection of the mother and the infant during 
the first six months of life. 

o Influenza vaccine can be safely given at the same time as a pertussis vaccine, 
RSV vaccine and/or COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Adults aged ≥65 years 
• Vulnerable people aged 12 to 64 years, including people experiencing housing 

instability and residents in congregate living settings, such as residential aged care, 
disability care, mental health hostels and youth group houses, who are not otherwise 
eligible for a NIP vaccine. 

Eligibility for government-funded influenza vaccines is listed on the WA Immunisation 
Schedule and the WA Aboriginal Immunisation Schedule. 

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-03/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2026.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-03/atagi-statement-on-the-administration-of-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-in-2026.pdf
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/%7E/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/Immunisation/PDF/WA-immunisation-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/%7E/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/Immunisation/PDF/WA-immunisation-schedule.pdf
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/%7E/media/Files/Corporate/general-documents/Immunisation/PDF/Aboriginal-Immunisation-Schedule.pdf
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Refer to the influenza chapter in the Australian Immunisation Handbook for detailed advice, 
vaccine dosage, and contraindications. 

 

Vaccine brands 
The table below summarises government-funded vaccine brands available for each cohort. 

 

Timing of vaccination 
• ATAGI advises that annual vaccination should ideally occur before the onset of each 

influenza season when vaccines become available. 
• While protection is generally expected to last the whole year, the highest level of 

protection against influenza occurs in the first 3 to 4 months following vaccination. 
• In WA, the peak period for influenza transmission is typically June to September, and 

vaccination programs are timed to ensure maximum effectiveness across the whole 
season. 

 

Ordering and storage of vaccines  
• In 2026, initial supply of FluMist intranasal influenza vaccines to providers will be done by 

pre-allocating the number of doses. Following this, ordering of FluMist through Onelink 
will commence from mid-April. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/health.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32cc4a56e0e39b38a4d4cf223&id=63e64d848b&e=2fbcf2336d__;!!Lav448XFWxY!6KjdmBj4gKQAVlf1x7KADyHMmdEXetWNej_XpLg5zq63Sn8A_f3iAYvecwSe8GS4NEZJIh9F2ocAp2vKOi00pHbN2VYwngFbO9S4cHw$
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• All other government-funded influenza vaccines are available to order through Onelink 
once they arrive in the WA warehouse. 

• Weekly ordering will be available for the first few weeks of the program to help providers 
manage clinics and storage. Check your ‘Order History’ in the Onelink portal for the date 
of your last order; you can order again 7 days from that date.  

• Due to increased distribution of vaccines during this time, it can take between 1 to 7 days 
for you to receive your order. 

• Providers should review their storage capacity for influenza vaccines and determine if 
additional storage needs to be arranged. Vaccines should be stored in accordance with 
the National Vaccine Storage Guidelines 'Strive for 5'. This includes ensuring that all 
vaccines remain in their original packaging to protect from light. 

• It is anticipated there will be sufficient quantities of vaccine for all people eligible for a 
government-funded influenza vaccination in WA. 
 

Vaccine wastage and cold chain management 
• All 2025 influenza vaccines have now expired and must be recorded as wastage and 

disposed of immediately to avoid vaccine administration errors. 
• Please note the 15-week expiry date of FluMist vaccines written on the packaging. 

The first doses that are distributed expire on 10 July 2026. 
• As a condition of receiving government-funded vaccines, providers must follow the 

Management of Cold Chain for Immunisation Service Providers guidelines, available on 
the Department of Health Cold Chain Management webpage, and participate in a cold 
chain audit when requested. 

• In the event of a cold chain breach of government-funded vaccines, providers must follow 
the reporting process as described in section 5.1 of the Management of Cold Chain for 
Immunisation Service Providers guidelines. 

 
Resources for providers 
As a health care professional, your strong recommendation is a critical factor in whether your 
patients get an influenza vaccine. The Sharing Knowledge About Immunisation website hosts 
resources for health professionals including conversation guides, eLearning modules, videos 
and fact sheets. 

The National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance (NCIRS) has developed a 
suite of resources for the 2026 influenza vaccination program.  

https://www.onelinkonline.net/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/health.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32cc4a56e0e39b38a4d4cf223&id=253b499273&e=2fbcf2336d__;!!Lav448XFWxY!6KjdmBj4gKQAVlf1x7KADyHMmdEXetWNej_XpLg5zq63Sn8A_f3iAYvecwSe8GS4NEZJIh9F2ocAp2vKOi00pHbN2VYwngFb52k0JFc$
https://datalibrary-rc.health.wa.gov.au/surveys/index.php?s=DKWHLF8TDXK433YA&_gl=1*vwwk75*_ga*MTQwNzc5NTExMS4xNjg4MzYyNjkx*_ga_D9219JDJGK*MTc0MTA1ODg3Mi44Ni4wLjE3NDEwNTg4NzIuMC4wLjA.
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/health.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32cc4a56e0e39b38a4d4cf223&id=6b0f8f9431&e=2fbcf2336d__;!!Lav448XFWxY!6KjdmBj4gKQAVlf1x7KADyHMmdEXetWNej_XpLg5zq63Sn8A_f3iAYvecwSe8GS4NEZJIh9F2ocAp2vKOi00pHbN2VYwngFbeNZYbb8$
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Cold-chain-management
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Cold-chain-management
https://skai.org.au/healthcare-professionals
https://ncirs.org.au/ncirs-fact-sheets-faqs-and-other-resources/influenza


This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person 
with disability. 

© Department of Health 2025 

Copyright to this material is vested in the State of Western Australia unless otherwise 
indicated. Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or 
review, as permitted under the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be 
reproduced or re-used for any purposes whatsoever without written permission of the State 
of Western Australia. 
 
health.wa.gov.au 

You are recommended to promote influenza immunisation in your practice by downloading 
and displaying materials from the toolkit. You can also visit the Department of Health 
Quickmail online ordering site to order the below hardcopy resources for your practice. 

 

Influenza VIP 
(Vaccination in 
Pregnancy) 

 

Aboriginal influenza immunisation 
brochure 

 

Prevent COVID-
19, RSV, 
Influenza and 
other respiratory 
infections 
brochure 

 

 

 
 
WA Department of Health 2026 Immunisation education modules now available 
The WA Immunisation Update module and the Influenza module have been updated by 
the WA Department of Health to support immunisation providers in maintaining current 
knowledge and best practice in accordance with contemporary immunisation 
recommendations. 

Both modules are now finalised for 2026 and are available for providers to access and 
complete. 

Registration for these modules can be completed here.  

https://doh.getquickmail.com/index.php?page=200
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-education/Modules-and-registration
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Scroll down to the ‘Access education modules’ accordion and follow the link to register. 
Please note, you may need to re-register if you are a returning student. 

Please note that, the content from the Shingles module and the Public Health Perspective 
module has been incorporated into the Immunisation Update module to achieve a more 
comprehensive learning experience. These modules will no longer be available as 
standalone education modules. 

 

2026 WA Health Influenza Immunisation Program Update 
The 2026 Influenza Update was held at the WA Department of Health on today. The session 
provided an overview of the influenza virus and program details. The session recording and 
slides will be available on the Immunisation Education webpage in the coming weeks. A 
Vaccine Update email will be sent once the recording is available. 

 

Changes to the pharmacist SASA 
In 2026, the administration of vaccines by pharmacists SASA was expanded to include 
influenza immunisation for children 2 years of age and over. The purpose of the expansion is 
to increase access to influenza immunisation for children within the community. 

 
Keep up to date with current information  

• Visit and direct consumers to Influenza (flu) immunisation (healthywa.wa.gov.au). 
• Refer to the Australian Government’s influenza vaccination program advice for health 

professionals. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to protecting Western Australians from influenza. 

Palee Holdsworth 
A/MANAGER, IMMUNISATION PROGRAM 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 

 

 

https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/F_I/Immunisation-education
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/health.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=32cc4a56e0e39b38a4d4cf223&id=192a0abff5&e=2fbcf2336d__;!!Lav448XFWxY!6KjdmBj4gKQAVlf1x7KADyHMmdEXetWNej_XpLg5zq63Sn8A_f3iAYvecwSe8GS4NEZJIh9F2ocAp2vKOi00pHbN2VYwngFboKofQko$
https://www.health.gov.au/influenza-vaccination/resources/publications/2026-influenza-vaccination-program-advice-for-health-professionals?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/influenza-vaccination/resources/publications/2026-influenza-vaccination-program-advice-for-health-professionals?language=en

