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2023 Western Australian Vaccine Safety Surveillance (WAVSS) Report
Since its establishment in 2011, WAVSS has monitored vaccine safety for Western Australia.  

The below data summarises findings from 2023

Adverse Events Following Immunisation (AEFI)
An unwanted or unexpected event following the administration of a vaccine(s) which could be mild, such as a sore arm, 
or serious, such as anaphylaxis

• Anaphylaxis
•  Immune thrombocytopenic 

purpura
• Febrile convulsions
• Guillain-Barre syndrome
• Myocarditis

• Myopericarditis
• Pericarditis
• Menstrual disturbance
•  Thrombosis with 

thrombocytopenia 
syndrome

Reports by vaccine type²

Types of surveillance WAVSS uses

Passive reports from providers and public Active SMS follow up Data linkage

Reports by age group

2,283,782
vaccinations administered in 2023

850
AEFI reported

91%
Most reactions were minor, expected 
(e.g. tiredness, injection site reaction, 
headache) and resolved quickly

of reports were reviewed 
as not serious

No safety issues were detected, and results were consistent 
with those expected from clinical trials

WAVSS monitored events of special interest

133 reports were referred to 
specialist immunisation clinics

NIP1

37%

Other 
5%

COVID-19
32%

Influenza
27%

<5 yrs 
32%

>65 yrs 
26%

18-64 yrs 
30%

5-17 yrs 
12%

↑ 
from 

8% of 
reports 

in 2022

↓  
from 82% of reports 
in 2022

↑ 
from 6% of reports 
in 2022

1NIP: National Immunisation Program (excluding influenza)   ²Reports may include more than 1 vaccine


